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ECONCIIIC ISSUES AT COLOMBO 
AWNCR : 

THE NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT CONFERENCE WHICH CONVENES AUGUST 
SIXTEENTH IN COLOMBO, SRI LANKA WILL BRING TOGETHER ABOUT 
EIGHTY-SIX DIVERSE STATES. VOA ECONOMICS EDITOR FRANK 
FEINBERG HAS THIS OBSERVATIONS ON SOME OF THE ECONOMIC 
ISSUES LIKELY TO BE DISCUSSED. 

VOICE: 

THE HON-ALIGHNED NATIONS VARY CONSIDERABLY It! SIZE, 
POPULATION AND WEALTH, CONSIDER SEYCHELLES, NITH A POPULATION 
OF ONLY FIFTY-NIHE THOUSANC, COMPARED TO INDIA, WITH MORE 
THAN SIX-HUNDRED MILLION PEOPLE. IN WEALTH, THE NON-ALIGNED 
NATIONS RANGE FROM VERY AFFLUENT OIL EXPORTERS TO THE VERY 
POOR, SUCH AS BURUNDI AI!D GANCLADESH. IT IS Ii! THEIR COMMON 
NEED FOR HELP IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ALBEIT IN DIFFERENT 
DEGREES, THAT THE NATIONS MEETING IN COLOMBO SHARE SIMILAR 
ASPRIATIONS. 

THERE SEEMS TO BE LITTLE QUESTION THAT THE COLOMBO 
CONFERENCE WILL TALK ABOUT THE NEED FOR MORE FINANCIAL ANO 
TECHNICAL AID. THE CONFERENCES ALSO PROABLY WILL REPEAT 
CALLS FOR A GREATER VOICE IN SETTING INTERNATIONAL PRICES FO 
BASIC COMMODITIES, AND THEY LIKELY WILL CONTINUE ARGUMENTS 
FOR GREATER ACCESS TO NARKETS FOR BOTH SENI-PROCESSED AND 
MANUFACTURED EXPORTS. 

SOME IDEAS LIKELY TO RESURFACE AT COLOHBO HAVE BEEN 
INTRODUCED AT OTHER MEETINGS -- AT THE RECENT UNCTAD CONFERENCE 
IN NAIROBI, AND If! THE CONTINUING NORTH-SOUTH TRADE TALKS 


IN PARIS, ONE IDEA IS FOR RA\! MATERIALS STOCKPILES, TO HELP 
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EVEN OUT PRICE FLUCTUATIONS, ANOTHER IDEA IS TO TIE 

PRICES OF EXPORTED PRIMARY PRODUCTS TO IMPORTED MANUFACTURED 
GOODS BY WHAT IS CALLED INDEXING. 

ALTHOUGH THERE ARE RESERVATIONS ABOUT ASPECTS OF THESE 
PROPOSALS AHONG THE INDUSTRIALIZE HATIONS, ALL RESPONSICLE 
PROPOSALS HOLD THE PROMISE OF ENCOURACIMG THE DEVELCPING AD 
THE DEVELOPED NATIONS TO NEGOTIATE FURTHER Ol THESE VITAL 
ECOHONIC ISSUES. ALL COUNTRIES STAHD TO BENEFIT FROM OPER, 
FRANK NEGOTIATIONS. 

THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER ADVAIICED NATIONS WOULD GAIH 
FROM EXPANDED HARKETS FOR CAPITAL-INTENSIVE, ADVANCED 
TECHIOLOGY EXPORTS, AND FRO’ ASSURED ACCESS TO NEEDED RAI! 
MATERIALS, DEVELOPING COUNTRIES VYOULD BENEFIT FROM LARGER 
MARKETS FOR BOTH THEIR PRIMARY PRODUCTS AND LABOR-INTENSIVE 
MANUFACTURED GOODS. ALSO FROM ADDITIONAL CAPITAL AND 
RELEVANT TECHNOLOGY. 

THE UNITED STATES HAS. . . AND WILL CONTINUE . . . 

TO SUPPORT LEGITINATE GOALS OF DEVELOPING STATES. EARLY 

THIS YEAR Cli! JANUARY) WASHTIICTOM! UNILATERALLY BEGAN ADIITTING 
DUTY-FREE AN ADDITIONAL THYENTY-SEVEH KUNDRED EXPORT 

PRODUCTS FRO: ONE-HUNDRED-FORTY LESS DEVELOPED STATES. 

THE UiITED STATES IS THE LARGEST SINGLE MARKET FOR THE 
MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS OF THE DEVELOPING WORLD. 

THE UNITED STATES, AS PRESIDFiIT FORD HAS REITERATED, 
ALWAYS IS AVAILABLE FOR MEAI!INGFUL TALKS Of ECONOMIC 
ISSUES. U.S. OFFICIALS “ERE DISAPPOINTED IM!EN A GREAT 
MAJORITY OF THE ONE-HUMNDRED-FIFTY-THREE COUNTRIES AT 
NAIROBI THIS PAST JUHIE DID NOT VOTE AT ALL -- EVEN TC PERHIT 


FURTHER DISCUSSION -- OF SECRETRARY KISSINGER'S PROPOSAL 
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FOR A NEW INTERNATIONAL RESOURCES BANK TO HELP STAGILIZE 
COMMODITY EARNIiiGS. THIS PROPOSAL, AS WELL AS OTHERS, 
REMAINS OPEN FOR DISCUSSION. 

AS SECRETARY KISSINGER SAYS, THE AIMS OF THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES CHALLENGE THE INTERNATIOHAL COMMUNITY TO HELP 
THEM ATTAIN A FAIR SHARE OF WORLD ECONOITIC OUTPUT AND 


RESPONSIBLITY. 
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